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DEDICATION. 

\ I 

DEDICATE this " little book *' to the Author 
of " Notes on Virginia ; and, to the Ghosts of tlui 
legiflators of Massachusetts of 17S5, 6, 7. whether 
they be now " going to and fro " or only " fleeping 
in Abraham's bosom,'* or ** flying round and round 
about " with our eledric philosopher who ** snatch- 
ed the thunderbolt* from Heaven," although he 
was not bold enough to use the vigorous energies of 
his pen to quell openly the thunder-formed togueries 
of Superstition. 

I also offer it to the Author of a patriotic and 
pmpregnable defenceof our American Constitutions ; 
who w^^ ttill think it "unaccountable"! that MAN 
has not yet made an accurate balance between 
I reason and revelation or truth and falshood ; altho' 
^HE can see that the pulpit and the press do, occasi- 
onally, form alliances for the purpose of war and 
ENMITY ; which are favorable to particular crafts : 
I Whereas " Peace and Goodwill " impartially leave 
all the Essentials of human happinefs to Industry 
dnd Fidelity, in such portions as any Individual or 
Society may deserve by rational pursuits. 

* See his Motto. 

t See hij Preface page ii. line 16. 
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MANKIND are white or black or variegated. 
No Primate ofengland or Priest of the united states^ 
who preaches (fra£liondl or universal^ partial or im^ 
partial) salvation^ can slyly write more in favor of 
original sin than the Author ^ to whom I have dedicated 
this little hooky has manfully'^ written against enslaving 
any of those who are all alike in the ^^ natural pursuit 
after Happiness.** Tet some part of the people in 
Massachusetts^ may religiously consummate marriage^ 
and soon after find it to be ^*null and void** by civil 
atiihorily. See section "] for orderly celeb rat ion. ^ 

It seems reasonable that the vile craft of preaching 

original sin, and the vile trade of enslaving our species^ 

should be alike limited by boasting Freemen. \ 

Party spirit has prevented equally the political friends 

znd foes of Mr. Jefferson from affording to him, as an 

Author y the smallest light o^ advice to his ^^ probable '* 

^e St ion about the emancipation of Blacks. 

^ere xiv, page 204. line 8» 

^he DoEirine of original sin and the practice of 
slave^making, are iakenfrom the Fables of some wand^ 

* See the xviii Quere in whole. 

^ This was like ordering our white Deities not to eat a 

sallad of skunfe-cafibage at a wedding or any other rehg- 

ious Supper. 



PREFACE. 

ering behrew ^ribe : and were solemnly brought both 
together by our ancestors into this " howling wilder^ 
ness :" As was also the intoxicating idea of a white 
Omnipotence. And our legislative " two thirdly' 
who are commissioned to make " all good and whole^ 
some laws^^ can seize and emancipate 7-i2ths or the 
*^ surplus 5^^ of any number of Blacks (who may happen 
to be founds at the year's end^ upon devoted plant a^ 
t ions J as righteously as they have seized the likefrac-- 
iionsX or surplus^ of Cents from some devoted poc-^ 
kets. They cannot indeed find the competent authority 
in any " modern bill of rights :*' A^ must be filched 
from the records d/* invisible Justice. Luke xvii. lo. 
Where ally even the best ^e " unprofitable servants.** 

Thus, " IVe the people " are educated ! ! ! 
And thus IVey consequently **govern OURSELVES.*^ 
Huzza I but not Amen. 



% Main June 21, I785, Naval Office or Officer. 

J U. S. Apr. 30, 1 802. to amend a law for « establishing'* 
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_ OUR Gazette is well eftablifhed by intrinjfic good 
qualities as a mercantile Intelligencer ; and it has there- 
by obtained a valuable degree of more permanent In- 
dependence than other Bofton newfpapers, wholly or 
chiefly political partisans and mutual opponents. — 
Yours, in fa^ft, like every individual one which has come 
under my eye from any part of the United States, is 
both religioufly and Y^oXxticdWy JeSarian. But, in judg- 
ing " by its fruits *' 1 miftake you as Editors, or you 
have certainly more regard for medfures than for men. 

I wifli, therefore, to enjoy, occafionally, a (hare in 
the liberty of your prefs, for fpreading fome novel 
•"SKETCHES OF%iAN,*' as he is conncded with pafl: and 
prefent modes of education : Whereby, the true " ori- 
gin *' of ^/-government, and the fole caufe of the 
dilatory "progrefs** towards the beft government will 
become evident to the general fenfc of that valuable 
mafs of fociety, which, by all fiery p^rtizans on both 
our contending fides, is marked out by the words " the 
good people of thefe United States.** 

The Jhort-mczSwrt of my periodical-fketches will 
be peculiarly adapted toyour.convenience and my own, 
and will not hinder that " variety " which is expeded 
to be found in your publications, nor weary the curi- 
ofiry of your judicious cuftomers. 

Your ALi KHAN difplays very p/7/j/^^ifupjeds, which 
ought perhaps to have been firft exhibited in their 
rudejl ftate. It is not always a matter of indifference 
at which of two ends w^ begin to meafure or to cfti- 
mate the works of nature, or the contrivances of 

MAN. 

The 
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' The democratic-cmhufiarm of the Chronicle, and , 
ihe federal-enthufiafm of the Ccntinel, have proved 
alike unpropiiious to my defires, which will openly 
difcover me to Maflachufcttsas a democratic- repub- 
lican, and to the United States as a republican feder- 
alift ; and, to both (hall I be known" by my fruits " 
as a fubjed of law, whilft I ^o to the full and fair ex- 
treme of the Liberty of the Prefs. 

[ will decently wait for fome public notice from you, 
i your own free manncF, refpeCiing this application- 

I am gentlemen, your friend as well as fellow citizen. 

ynue 20, 1803. James Lovell. 



OF MAN AND HIS EDUCATION— iV^. /. 

" Snatch from his hand the Balance " and ii" judge. 
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ISE King Solomon and witty Jos. Miller, both 
diet.1 too foon. The former fliould have ftuck to his 
throne until the chriftian year 1 440, that he might have 
feen a fomething " new under the fun ;" and the lat- 
ter Iliould have kept on, pen in hand, until July 3d, 
17 82, that he might have feen the finifhing point of an 
old-'joke ; and might, previoully, have cncreafed his 07tf 
volume of" Jells " to a number equal to thofe, upon 
all fubjcdis, now in the library of our Mother Harvard, 
namely, i3,c»o, 

" Read hiftory," fay politicans, " Search the fcrip- 
tures," fay theologians. Thus both Sects recom- 
mend truth : — But, one of them direfls our fearch 
by aline of facts, and the other, by aline ofMvsTEK- 

IfiS. 

Both 
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^ Both* the Seds h^ve been Tyrants at times ; of 
elfe how came fuch a thing as a Bill of Rights to be 
invented for our focial fecurity ? The anfwer to this 
queftion will be very eafy, when I have clearly fliown 
the Origin of Evil. — Some of both Clergy and Laity- 
have attempted to find that Origin and have failed, be- 

' caiife it. was fituated beyond a Jordan or a Rubicon, or 
fbme other river, which the Clergy w^ere not willing 
topa/s iike Birds, nor the I^ity like Fifties i It may 
neverthelefs be found without the aid of Wings or Fins, 
and ftiall be pointed out, in plain language, to the old- 
eft Politican and to the youngeft T-heologian, with 
equal precifion, inthe courfe of my Sketches. And 
left I (hould feem now topromife too much, I propofe 
a queflion for the calm meditation of " all forts and 
conditions of men *' — fof whofe happinefs we have 
long, very long been " bpund to pray.'* 

^ere — If the Almighty had chofen to reft juftbe- 
fore he made Man, who or what would have invented 
the feventh otfabbath^dsiy^ and the arts of writing and 
printing ? July ^Jb, 1 803. 
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LL created things are fitted for adlion and re-ac- 
tion ; and numerous portions ot them have a language 
of joy and forrow. 

Attraftion, magnetifm, eledricity, galvanifm, and 
all the other forts of sex, inftituted by God, are good, 
tho' " made oiit of Nothing : *' Whilft all the various 
aflbciations inftituted by man, are both good ^;!r^ evil 
tho' known to be made out of" Something." 

. Birds, Beafts, and many other Kinds, have throats and 
mouths for regulating founds ; but it is not yet pre- 
tended, that they have any artificial grsunxnar. ; With-. 
out this and Rhetoric, language muft remain to be on^ 
lyjignificant, but cannot be various enough for Poetry, 



nor 
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nor myfferious enough for Tlieology. We all know 
clearlv,chat theirchirporbleat,[hi;ir cry.and roarareas 
natural 3S ourfi.i^hs or murmiirs, our amen and huzza.. 
I have, therefore, feriouOy concluded, ihat ttie origin • 
of evil is in the artifice of the word ufclf. For as ap- 
petite prompts to the cxercife of all the natural pow- 
ers of acquiring Enjoyments, why (hould not ' hun- 
ger or thirfl: be g-ooi/, like meat or drink ? — Why (hould 
not night be good like day ? 

God's way of working is by a finglc rule, called Na- 
ture, and produces Harmony : But the thoughts, words 
and deeds of Man, being diret5tcd by a dQuI'le pule, cal- 
led Contraft, mulV be balanced, or elfe they produce 
nothing but discord. 

Man has often attempted to treat about Light and 
Darknefs by i\\Ai double rule, under the terms of "Day" 
and of "Night ;" and has made very droll work in- 
deed. He has made the Day fo very lighl, that even 
"invifible fpirits" are obliged to cover their ■' eyes" 
with their " wing " becaufe of the " power of its Ma- 
jefty." And as to Night, he has made it fo very dark^ 
as lo be " felt," and to retain its " blacknefs" fort;ver, 
iji onccurious large " low-eftatt," tho' there is a" lake 
of fire and brimllone" in it of a moft aftonilhing ca- 
pacity. Thcfc " Drolleries" were probably, at firft, 
contrived for the amufcmentor terror oflittle children ; 
but they have been " enafted" afterwards, and even 
lately, by LcgLflators, not only for full grown Subje^s, 
but for Ff-fcmfH, and " fovereign Electors" who are 
fuppofed to have given their " Ballots" for raliomil 
purpofes upon elcAion days. 

My next number will point accurately to the only 
two eflential religious reformations within the conipala 
of known hiftory ; and to the three glorious, but par- 
tial Revolutions in civil governments, ffwcially Tntcr- 
cfting to my fellow citizens, fince the cuftom of dating 
hy ,\nno Domini. Q 
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At is not now pofTible to decide how language be- 
• 'f,';m; but we may guefs, that it was begotten by Sur- 
prize, and nurfed by Fancy : The kecords of it arc 
very various, being M(Mi/-marks (cratchcd, cut, (I'ain- 
ed. &c. &c. Man has always thought, ipoken and 
aded, w/ome meafure, naturally, but the Regntaiion of 
that meafure has been ufurped of granted willingly. 
PoHticians and Divines have thus undertaken to edu-. 
caie us : Why fhould not both of them ufe one and 
the fame Word, for one and the fame Thing? 

Records are faid to difcover our Relatton to vifi- 
ble, and alfo invifible Beings; bur, from the different 
arts of our teachers, have come Politics and Divinity, 
Law and Gofpel, Hillory and Scripture, with many 
other fuch contraftcd Duplifiiies. Thofe Teachers 
have alfo jointly or feparately and alternately ^Dt'frwiri 
the Pen and the Prefs by the Sword : So that" fight- 
ling GOD'S battles" has feemed to be " the chief end 
"Man," from the times of "meek" Mofes and the 
lowly" Jefus almoft up to thcfe *' latter days." — ■ 
Wherever Man is allowed to own honelHy and openly 
. that he is fighting his Diy« battles, he will have nothing 
to confult but his own feelings, regulated by his focial 
Compacts; and thus he will ealily know when he is 
to begin any War, and when to end it ; becaufe his vis- 
ible Commander in Chief will inform him. 

From fome very ancient and very cunning Hand- 
marks, called " holy fcripture," it has been clearly 
found, that Mankind were very early led by Ignorance 
and Cowardice into the Religion of burning their 
own offspring to pleafe or appcafe an invifiblt Being. 
At length a Patriarch, wifcr than his neighbours, 
brought into cfFed the fch erne of Circumcifion, or 
fnipptng olf "rhc Foreikin" to anfwcr the full pur- 

pofe 



Fpofe of burning the whole child : — A very happy " Re- 
formation" indeed ! Thus the " true" Religion went 
on more than 1900 years, until a fecond and coniplcat 
Reformation was propofed hy the reputed Son of that 
fame invifible Being to whom the facrilke of the Fore- 
ikin had been fo long ago " acceptable." This Teach- 
er inftruded his fcholars to " enter into aclofet and 
Ihut the door," and there fpeak freely to his father, as 
/6f/r father; and aiTured them of fuccefs toihcir wiihes. 
Here ought to have ended all religious Revolutions, or 
more properly, changes. As to thofe of i-m'/Govcrii-c 
ments, three nnlv arc fpccialy iticerelling to my Fellow- 
Citizcns in Maflachufetts. 

The firft was from the immediate Rule if a double- 
headed heieditarv monarchy to a ch:irtcrcd inferiority ; 
The lecond was from that charter to an independent 
ftate fovereignty lea^^ued with other neij^hbouring 
eqiiah j and the third was from that league to a fedi-r- 
al conftitution of government, the betttr iofscure our 
ftaic tndependrnce by Compact. 

Some of the ^oo^y people of the United States have 
perhaps never drejjiied that tfic fame " Liberty" of the 
rrefs, which eiiri'les any one of our learned and pious 
Clergy to publilb " why He /j a Chriftian," equally 
permits any one of his Fellow-Cifizens, who is noth- 
ing more than a Layman to publifli why He is o«/y a 
religious Man. and so/ a chriftian. 

Such Freedom will hetakc-n in mv next number, 
nyenaffted threats to (he contrary notwithiUnding. 



^uimt ist, 1SC13. 
THE EDITORS 

TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

From a fuppofition, that Mr. J. L. was fporting 

rifhhis pen, we did not fo critically cx:imine his piec- 

as JVC ought. We regret the publication of thofe 

which 
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uhich have appeared, and promifethc public they fhall 
tafte nothing more from the fame fountain. A con- 
Jideration of Mr. L's. public fervices, and our refpeft 
for him as a Gentleman, firft induced us to liften to his 
folicitations, little fufpefting the tendency of his lucu- 
brations, and forgetting that we owed more to the pub- 
iic and purfelves, than to any individual. 
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NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED. 

JlVS I cannot aflent to any ideal difference between 
the Words religion and politicks, greater than between 
thofe of mind and body, theory and pradlice, precept 
and example, my paft, prefent and future Sketches 
ihouldallbe confidered as wholly political. 

I chofe to begin thefe Sketches upon " independent 
day" becaufe I meant to be a bold volunteer of a '' fov- 
creign people" whofe cherilhed propenfity it is " to 
have no fecrets in government." I therefore now ex- 
plain my I ft number, by noting what wife king Solo- 
mon might have feen " new under the fun" in the 
Chriftian year 1440 ; viz : — the art of Printing ! !! 

By that vifible contrivance of MAN we may balance 
the enormous power of thofe invifible keys which 
HE who was called **the Wifdom of God" promifed 
as a legacy to his difciple Peter, who is faid to have be- 
queathed them to Popes ; who might **bind and loofe" 
at pleafure, not only the fecrets of the Tabernacle of 
Mofes and of the Tomb of Jofeph of Arimathea, but 
, alfo of all the Brain-pans of the reft of the whole 

. family of mankind. 

•^ The Popes however, finding the tabernacle fattened 

by " hooki," and the tomb clofed only by a " rolling- 

ftone," 






_ ic," employed the Keys for the third purpofe alto- 
gether ; and locked up nearly all human underfland- 
ing. 

Solomon being not only quite a wife King butal- 
molt a " Jack at all trades" would readily have com- 
prehended the Power of that novel art, whilit the In- 
vcnrors bent their minds only to the Profits of it ; like 
moft of their fellow-craftsmen in thefe modern times. 

Yes, yes, that Contrivance in 1440 is the fliark and 
elephant, the whale and mammoth of human arts. It 
can vanquifh the Behemoth of prophecy, and the "lev- 
en heads and ten horns" ot Dreams and Vifions. 

Poets may now proudly afiill this modern political 
Craft, with cclcftial colourings and infernal fliadow- 
ings, as their PredecelTors alTifted fervilely the firft- 
rate Craftsmen " in days of yore" : — I mean thofe who 
chofe to be denominated " worms of the duft," and yet 
fattened thcmfelves miraculoujly into triple crowned 
TYRANTS. 

Even Shakefpeare put on a Mask; but WE can 
peep through it and fee his (ly-face. 

Midsummrr Nigbl's Dream, Aft V. Scene r. 
a ?Imagimition ? bodies forth the Forms of 

3 Revelation 5 things unknown, 

c ?[he Poet's pen 7':u"'"sthemtoiliapes&givcs 

3 the Preacher's mouth 3 10 " airy nothing" a local 
HABITATION andaNAMEi 



OBSERVATION. 

THERE were two "set times" for changing the 
Nature of legiflation. Daniel Shays and John Fries 
were brought to "ground their Firelocks," by a 
'Viji/'le defeat of Infurgcncy which had rifen to *' here 

n 
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a great deal and there a great deal/* Whereupon 
xht fecret Abettors of thefc two rebel-angels fought 
an J gained legiflative Seats by means of caucus-con* 
trivance. 

But, although the angels had weJlknowii General 
Lincoln and a Prefident General — yet, the Abettor* 
were too ignorant to comprehend that a general 
PRINCIPLE was the SOUL of a general Government, 
a general SALVATION, and a general damnation; 
and wilfully kept their hearts devoted xq Partial- 
ity, and their acts (irenuous for makii^ the firft to 
be lad, and the laft firftj according to ** God's holy 
word.'* 

Some, who cannot yjr?;^ two Nf afters, evidently can 
halt and hobble^ or elbow and fhoulder amoi^ in- 
duitrious Equals ; after being felf-taught •* not to 
kick againft the Pricks." 
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Koia Bene* Omnipotence is mafked by Omnifcience. 

He who curfed the firft Adam knew his own intentions to 
blefs the fecond with univerfal Dominion. 

They who doomed onlf jome CoQedors Naval Officers 
and Surveyors knew zndfaiw clearly that any future Embar- 
go could not zSt&. thofe in the iargefi Ports. 
The Executive orHij proclaims ^hat WE omnifcients ordain* 

f(fiNota.Be»e» This little body bctoff only an itinerant to 
♦* prepare the ^ way for a greater ;" t£ere will be a blazing 
Apocalypfe at the tail of the " Anatomy of Tyrannyf* long 
ago dedicated and.««ady ibr.theprefs ; foon to be printed ^ 
and fome few of the prints left in places where they will be 
♦* freely given'* in the iQod^m fenfe of that phrafe. 

^ See June 12, 19, July 3, 1806, in the indq)endent Chronicle 
which is not yet ripened .iAto '^imperial'* by t)ie warmth of 
. Gi^ttciis-patronage. 



m^ZM^ 



* 



% 



